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Background

• 58,000 miles of distribution lines

• About one-third underground 
now

• Over half of the overhead system 
consists of tap lines

• Prohibitively expensive to put 
the entire distribution system 
underground 
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A New Approach to Undergrounding 

• Reliability initiative aimed at reducing 

the duration of storm restorations

• Reduce repair locations by 

undergrounding the most outage-prone 

tap lines

• Legislation enacted July 1, 2014 

authorizes spending and revenue 

recovery

• SCC will review project selection, cost 

prudency, and results
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System-Wide Program in Virginia
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• Gloucester/Northern Neck ~    410 miles

• Northern Virginia ~ 1,010 miles

• Richmond Metro/Tri-Cities ~ 1,020 miles

• Shenandoah Valley/W. Piedmont ~    590 miles

• Southeastern Virginia ~    600 miles

• Southside Virginia ~    370 miles

Total ~ 4,000  miles



Hanover Projects

 Over 175 miles of candidate 
overhead lines 

 11 miles (39 projects) 
completed to date

 Active projects in Avondale 
and Robin Ridge subdivisions
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A Complex Project
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Easements Telephone & Cable Meter Bases



Initial Implementation Plan
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2014 2015 2016

•Developed processes 
and communications

•Completed 300 
projects

• Continue Program 
ramp up

• Complete 700 - 800 
projects

• Calibrate based on 
results and SCC 
rulings

• Set foundation for 
full implementation 
in 2017 / 2018

50 miles 200 - 250 

miles

150 - 200 

miles



Key Messages

 Every project benefits our 
customers by 
strengthening the 
system’s reliability

 A fair, data driven process 
will be used to choose 
projects

We will communicate fully 
with landowners, work 
professionally, and 
respect their property
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Questions
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Visit our website at 
www.dom.com/underground


